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minimum. (What I mean by this may be understood on co: • sideration that in certain circumstances decomposition or putr • faction may be arrested indefinitely.) Now when spirit or li: , connected with these material particles, can hinder the actio: > which the material particles would of themselves go throu^ i in virtue of their potential energy, and can cause them ) go through quite different sets of actions, and through sets f actions which, if we believe in free will, as I do, we must consid r as not following one another in a natural* sequence of cause ai 1 effect according to the physicalf laws of matter; as not beii y fixed for the future by the present condition in which the matt r exists] and as being absolutely at the command or under t 3 predominant influence of something which is not matter; t cannot be disputed by anyone who believes the mind or life to 3 distinct from matter and to be no mere result of arrangement f particles of matter and of their energies, that the vital princij e has the power of regulating and applying the potential energies .f the matter composing the living body with which it is connect' I, so as to keep them from applying themselves as they would do .f left to themselves. This influence of mind or life over matter s altogether mysterious. It implies I think a perfect suspension r contravention of the physicalf laws of matter; and may e regarded as a part of a great miracle which constantly goes a around us (although most people will not call anything miraculo $, unless it be extremely rare, or unless it be unique, so that all t e human race except a very few, must either believe it or reject .t by judging from the testimony of others, or from geological recoi .s of events which have occurred even before the human race was n the earth).
Now if we allow that mind or life really has the power >f counteracting the physical laws of matter—that is the laws >f inanimate matter—it seems to me to be a perfectly admissi e supposition that mind or vitality may have the power, in 1 .e living body, of collecting, and applying us potential energy, • ie energy of the heat motions, or of bringing out in the living be y from the vis viva stored indefinitely everywhere as heat, ie potential energy which you regard UH a true equivalent for ie vis viva of the heat, and for which you consider the vis viva >n the other hand to bo also a true equivalent. Without assert ig that wo have a right to assume that vitality really has that per 3r of bringing out the equivalent of mechanical onergy from in equivalent of heat (that is of effecting a reversal which by rnci ly the physical laws of matter is impossible to be brought abc fc)
* I here UHO 'Natural' and 'Physical' not exactly as you aro proposing tc ise such terms. I mean them both to apply to tho phenomena of the euergie of inanimate matter.
t I use the term ' physical' here in its ordinary sense at present in com on use; namely as distinguished from vital or psychological.